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ChalesD. Snellng. Chainnan
Wasngton Metropolita Airprts Authority
1 Aviation Circle
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Chainnan Snellng:

I wrte you today in repunse to yourleuer dated December i, 20 i i, regarding the
recently enacted f~cral"lcgislationamending the statutes governing the Metropolitim

/ Washington Airprt Aumoriiy (f\W AA) Board of Directors. While the Commonwealth is

cornrnittcdto working with MWAAto implemcntthcchansesinclu4ed înthc legslflon, we are .
conceed abÇ)ut ilveral issues related tothe-legil memonmdum obtaned by MW AA from
outside counsl.

First, is it theoJ?lnion of the MWAA BOard of Directors and its cOWlsel tht th
Commonweiith'stwoadilional appointees shall be seted and commence their powers and

duties as board members upon the enacent of logisJationamcnding Virginia's statues? Basd

upon legaJadvice obtaned frm our counsel at the Offce of the Attorney Geeral, Virginia's

opinion iii lhaiour members should be,seted with. the full power and duties incumbent upOn

boaid members immediately uPQnenactnent of legislation amending Virginia's staute.

Secûnd,§ 's.l"" i 55 (E) of the' Cod, vi Virginia staies tht membes of the MWAA ßoard
ofDitectors may be removed for cause. Causeisdetertnedbyth.lawof.tbojurisdiction

autbÒriieto make iheippointncnts at issue. Th rcentaiendmenis to 49 U.S;C. § 49106
furher e:larfytht members may be relioved for caus by the appointing executive. Given the
provisions of Article 1. Section"S or the U.S. ConQttution and the enactment of Public Law 112-
55 on November 18, 2011. his our opinion tht those members whoiie tenshave expire should
immediately bcremovedfroin the Board of Directors. .
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I respcctfullytcquest tht ih MWAA Boa of Direcors offcially respnd to this
requeiiino lat than Friday, Deccbe30. 20 i i. Should you wish to discuss thse issues
f'her.myChiefofStaff, Marin Kent. and SeciaofTrasporttion, SøanConnuahton, are
available at your convenience at (804) 786-2211 ormarin.kentCàlovemor.virKinia.goy and
seaOlsoonaughtonC8ovcmol. virilinia.liQv, respectively.

Sincerely,

.~~
co: The Hønorable Marin L.Kel\l

The Honorable Scan T." Connaughion
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