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The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (Airports Authority) strives to be a 

good neighbor to adjacent communities and endeavors to address highway traffic noise 

generated by the Dulles Toll Road to protect the health and welfare of the public residing 

in those communities.  In order to immediately address concerns related to highway 

traffic noise protection, the Airports Authority has initiated a Modified Type II Highway 

Traffic Noise Project (“Type II Project”) along the Dulles Toll Road.  This Type II 

Project was initiated in 2010.  It is being performed in accordance with the Dulles Toll 

Road Highway Traffic Noise Policy (“Policy”), adopted February 2, 2011 as revised 

February 1, 2012, and the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Part 772, Federal 

Highway Administration, “Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and 

Construction”, July 2010.  It will be conducted following the same procedures used under 

the Policy for a Type I Highway Traffic Noise Project. 
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The Type II Project is being initiated through a Modified Type II Highway Traffic Noise 

Study (“Study”) which will evaluate the sound levels and noise impacts along the Dulles 

Toll Road and, based on that evaluation, identify Noise Sensitive Areas that are eligible 

for noise abatement measures, including areas that were developed after completion of 

the Dulles Toll Road in 1984 under plans approved prior to the adoption of the Policy, 

whether or not these areas currently have noise abatement measures in place.  The Study 

will also analyze existing highway traffic noise barriers along the Dulles Toll Road to 

determine whether they are meeting the Airports Authority’s current noise abatement 

design goals.  Projected noise from the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project will be included 

as part of this Study.  A report will be developed that will present the results of the Study.  

 

Areas identified by the Study as being eligible for noise abatement measures are not 

entitled to, and will not automatically receive, such abatement measures.  Rather, the 

actual implementation of noise abatement measures in any year will be determined by the 

level of funds that the Airports Authority has budgeted for this purpose. 

   

Following completion of the Study, the Airports Authority will perform further highway 

traffic noise studies along the Dulles Toll Road only pursuant to the Policy, only for Type 

I Projects, and only when triggered by the Policy’s criteria. 

Impact Criteria 

Any receiver/receptor or property in the area has an existing worst-case Leq approaching 

(within 1 dB(A)) or exceeding the Noise Abatement Criteria for its corresponding land 

use category, based upon the cumulative noise level produced by existing worst-case 

Dulles Toll Road traffic conditions and predicted from the Dulles Corridor Metrorail 

Project.   
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Priority System 

In this Study, the Airports Authority will prioritize Noise Sensitive Areas that have been 

determined to be eligible for noise abatement measures based on the feasibility and 

reasonableness of the measures.   

 

Priority will be initially based on the assignment of each Noise Sensitive Area to an 

Activity Category, with Category A being the highest priority, and Category E the lowest.  

If an abatement measure will benefit several Activity Categories within any one Noise 

Sensitive Area, the measure will be prioritized based on the highest Activity Category 

present.  The Activity Categories are as follows:  

 

(1)   Activity Category A:   

(2)   Activity Category B: Residences  

(3)   Activity Category C:  

• Schools 

• Parks, Playgrounds, and Trails 

• Hospitals 

• Places of Worship 

(4)   Activity Category E: Hotels and Motels 

 

In order to prioritize multiple Noise Sensitive Areas that are assigned to the same Active 

Category, a Priority System Value (PSV) will be determined for the noise abatement 

measure identified for each such area.  The following equation shall be used. 

 
PSV = (Total Noise Abatement Measure Program Cost) 

(Number of Equivalent 
Benefited Properties ) 

 
X 

(Highest Existing 
Worst Case Leq at 
One Property in the 

Noise Sensitive 
Area) 
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The lower the PSV associated with a noise abatement measure, the higher the priority the 
measure, and its related Noise Sensitive Area, will have within Activity Category to 
which the area has been assigned. 
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Code of Federal Regulations 
 

Title 23 -- Highways 
 

Part 772 -- Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic and Construction Noise 
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