METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

SUBJECT:  AMENDMENT OF AIRPORTS REGULATIONS

October 20, 2004

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to Va. Code 5.1-157 and D.C. Code 9-906, the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority, proprietor of Washington Dulles International Airport and Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, intends to consider amending, with the full force and effect of law, Metropolitan Washington Airports Regulations 4.46, Disposal of Abandoned Vehicles; 5.3, Conditions for Vehicles for Hire Other than Taxicabs; 5.5 Operating Conditions for Taxicabs Picking Up Passengers outside the Dispatch System; 5.8, Denial of an Airport Taxi Operator’s Permit; 5.21, Accepting Taxicab Passengers; 5.23, Operating Conditions for Vehicles for Hire Other than Taxicabs; and 8.4, Dangerous Weapons Prohibited; as follows:

1. Abandoned vehicles.  to allow the Airports Authority to dispose of inoperable motor vehicles directly to a demolisher without notice to the owner or securing title;

2. Vehicles for hire.  to require taxicab drivers and operators of limousines, executive sedans, and other vehicles for hire picking up a pre-arranged fare at either airport to record the passenger’s destination and the dates of the request and of the pickup,  in addition to the time the request was received, the name of the person to be picked up and transported, and the time and point of the pickup;

3. Vehicles for hire.  to require taxicab drivers and operators of limousines, executive sedans, and other vehicles for hire at either airport to write such records in ink;

4. Taxicabs.  to make it clear that the demerit points on a taxicab driver’s license are calculated according to the Virginia system, for purposes of determining whether to deny or revoke that driver’s National Airport Taxi Operator’s Permit; 

5. Weapons prohibited.  to delete the requirement that an airline passenger checking or retrieving a firearm with his luggage deactivate the weapon to the extent possible and to allow the passenger to have the firearm being checked or retrieved so long as the firearm is unloaded and in a locked, hard-sided container to which only the passenger retains the key or combination;

6. Weapons prohibited.  to allow an airline passenger to bring an unloaded firearm in a locked, hard-sided container to which only the passenger retains the key or combination to present the firearm to U.S. Customs in advance of an international flight; 

7. Weapons prohibited.  to allow agents of the Airports Authority, as well as its employees, to possess a weapon to be used for Airports Authority purposes such as game control; and

8. Weapons prohibited.  to allow persons, such as armored car guards, who, in performance of duties for a legitimate airport purpose, need to possess a weapon on the airports where it would otherwise be prohibited, with the prior, written approval of the Airport Manager.

The Airports Authority will hold a public hearing on Thursday, November 4, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at Hyatt Dulles, 2300 Dulles Corner Road, Herndon, VA, at which any person may appear and be heard for or against the adoption of these proposed amendments.  Speakers must limit their remarks to five minutes.  The complete text of the proposed amendments is available at the Airports Authority’s web site, http://www.mwaa.com in the section of the front page labeled “what’s new” and from the Office of the General Counsel, 703-417-8615.  

Written comments may be addressed to:


Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority


Office of the General Counsel


1 Aviation Circle


Washington, D.C. 20001-6000

or e-mailed to airportsregs@mwaa.com.  Written comments must be received no later than November 5, 2004, to be assured of consideration.

Final action to adopt these proposals may be taken only by the Airports Authority’s Board of Directors.
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James E. Bennett







President and Chief Executive Officer

