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ABOUT THE AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority manages and
operates Washington's Ronald Reagan Washington National and
Washington Dulles International airports, which together serve more
than 40 million passengers a year.

The Airports Authority also operates and maintains the Dulles

Airport Access Road, the Dulles Toll Road and manages :
construction of the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project, the 23-mile =

Silver Line extension of the Washington region's Metrorail system —
into Loudoun County, Virginia. No taxpayer money is used to
operate the Toll Road, which is funded by toll revenues, or the ; >
airports, which are funded through aircraft landing fees, rents and P
revenues from concessions. The Silver Line construction is funded
by a combination of Toll Road revenues, airport contributions and
federal, state and local government appropriations.

The Airports Authority was established in 1987 by the governments

of Virginia and the District of Columbia and is led by a 17-member

board of directors appointed by the governors of Virginia, Maryland, -
the mayor of Washington, D.C., and the President of the United ~
States. -




FOREWORD
Washington’s airports provide major boost to
regional economy

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority’s 2012 Economic Impact
Study establishes the baseline measurement of its economic impacts within
the Washington metropolitan area economy. This quantification of capital
and operations expenditures in 2012 establishes the Airports Authority and
its auxiliary and associated activities as a major economic force within the
regional economy.

¢ The presence of Dulles International and Reagan National airports has
significant collateral benefits favorably impacting the regional economy. The
connectivity of the Washington region’s economy to the national and global
economies is facilitated by the airlines serving the region through these
airports. This connectivity is most visible in the growing numbers of
business and leisure visitors arriving to the Washington area and the vitality
of the hospitality industry that remains a key growth sector in the regional
s T economy. In 2012, passenger volume at Dulles International and Reagan
National airports grew to 42.2 million, up 3.5 percent from 2009. Of these
A passengers, 38 percent or approximately 8 million were visitors flying out of
B Washington on business or leisure travel.

These business and leisure visitors, accessing the Washington area by
airplane, constitute a major source of direct and related business that
impacted every sector of the local economy and assured the region’s
hospitality industry of a competitive position in the global business and
leisure travel market. The national and global connectivity provided by air
service through Dulles International and Reagan National airports is also
visible in the growing numbers of airport-dependent businesses located on-
site or in convenient proximity to these facilities.

The 2012 Airports Authority’s Economic Impact Study reports that there
were 19,493 total direct, indirect and induced jobs associated with airport-
dependent industries. But, beyond these airport-dependent businesses are
significant numbers of other businesses with related economic activities
that have been attracted to locate in the Washington region due to its easy
access to the nation’s major hubs and international business centers for
which there is no accurate measure. This connectivity helps to explain the
more than 400 internationally owned businesses located in Fairfax County
and many others throughout the Washington region and is what will be the
critical determinant of the region’s economic outlook.
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Looking forward, as the Washington regional economy shifts from a
federally dependent economic base to a global business center,
connectivity to the primary business centers elsewhere in the world will
determine which of today’s major business centers will become dominant
global centers. While air service connectivity will be critical—more
international fights and non-stop intra-national routes—the immediate and
long lasting economic impact will be the inter-modal connectivity provided
with the completion of Silver Line Metrorail service to Dulles International
connecting it via rapid rail to the remainder of the regional economy.

This new level of service linking Northern Virginia’s rapidly growing, high-
value added, technology-intensive business base to the region’s other
major export generators—the hospitality industry, educational and health
services, professional and business services, and the federal and
international governmental and non-profit institutions and organizations—
will create, for the first time, a regional economy wrapped around a system
of multi-model transportation services with the region’s two major airports
connecting this networked economy to the world.

This integrated multi-model transportation system will elevate the

Washington metropolitan area’s economic competitive position to one of the
world’s primary global business centers offering multiple airports integrated

into a system of public transportation and limited-access expressways =
connecting the region’s major employment centers. -

The Washington metropolitan area is forecast to experience strong
economic growth into the future with this forecast premised on the
achievement of global connectivity through the expansion potential of
Dulles International and its integration into the regional multi-model
transportation network with the completion of the Silver Line serving Dulles
International and extending into Loudoun County. While Dulles International
and Reagan National airports have been primary forces in shaping the
region’s economic growth over the past fifty years, their importance to the
Washington region’s future economic outlook will be even more critical due
to the globalization of the world economy.

Stephen S. Fuller, Ph.D., Dwight Schar Faculty Chair and University
professor and Director, Center for Regional Analysis,
George Mason University
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