RECOMMENDATION TO THE
DULLES CORRIDOR AND FINANCE
COMMITTEES
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PART 10, SECTION
10.3 OF THE METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
AIRPORTS REGULATIONS GOVERNING
ADMINISTRATIVE FEES ON
THE DULLES TOLL ROAD
JUNE 2022

PURPOSE
Staff recommends that the Dulles Corridor and Finance Committees (Committees)
authorize the President and Chief Executive Officer to:
(1) publish notice of a proposed amendment to Part 10, Section 10.3 of the
Metropolitan Washington Airports Regulations (Regulations) that authorizes the
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (Airports Authority) to impose
administrative fees to recover the costs of collecting tolls on the Dulles Toll
Road (DTR);
(2) conduct public hearings on the proposed amendment; and
(3) provide a not less than 30-day comment period during which members of the
public may present views on the proposed amendment.
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BACKGROUND
The Airports Authority will convert to all electronic toll collection in January
2023.
Upon conversation to all electronic tolling, cash payments at the exact
change machines located on the DTR will no longer be accepted.
DTR users may pay tolls by E-ZPass, mobile applications, or “pay-byplate”.
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BACKGROUND (continued)
To process pay-by-plate payments, the Airports Authority will use the existing
automatic vehicle identification system to identify vehicle owners.
These individuals will receive an invoice for the toll amount and have 30 days
from the date of the invoice to pay the toll.
The Airports Authority will incur costs to process these transactions.
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BACKGROUND (continued)
Under Section 46.2-819.3:1 of the Code of Virginia, the Airports Authority may
collect an administrative fee to recover the direct costs associated with pay-byplate transactions.
Because this fee is to recover costs, it is not intended to generate net revenue
for the Airports Authority.
By law, this fee may not exceed double the amount of the base toll.
The Airports Authority also must post signs at entry points to the DTR to inform
drivers of the administrative fee for pay-by-plate payments. The signs must be
situated to enable the driver to take an alternative route to avoid the fee.
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DISCUSSION
The proposed amendment would add a new subsection (2) to Section 10.3 of
the Regulations to authorize the Airports Authority to impose an administrative
fee to recover the costs associated with pay-by-plate transactions.
The amendment also would require the Airports Authority to post signs at entry
points to the DTR to inform drivers of the administrative fee for pay-by-plate
payments, as required by the Code of Virginia.
The amendment has no effect on the amount of tolls or the amount of the
penalties for toll violations.
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DISCUSSION (continued)
As prescribed by Article X of the Airports Authority Bylaws, the next steps in the
regulatory amendment process are:
• Publish notice in a newspaper with general circulation in the District of
Columbia, Montgomery County and Prince George’s County, Maryland, and
Northern Virginia;
• Make the proposed amendment available for public inspection at the
Airports Authority’s corporate headquarters;
• Hold public hearings, along with an at least 30-day public comment period;
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DISCUSSION (continued)
• Report to the Committees on all comments received during the public hearing and
comment period; and
• Present the Committees’ recommendation on the proposed amendment to the
Board of Directors for final action.
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RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Committees authorize the President and Chief
Executive Officer to:
(1) publish notice of the proposed amendment to Section 10.3 of the Regulations
that authorizes the Airports Authority to impose administrative fees to recover
the costs of collecting tolls on the DTR;
(2) conduct public hearings on the proposed amendment; and
(3) provide a not less than 30-day comment period during which members of the
public may present views on the proposed amendment.
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RECOMMENDATION PAPER
TO THE DULLES CORRIDOR AND FINANCE COMMITTEES
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PART 10, SECTION 10.3 OF THE METROPOLITAN
WASHINGTON AIRPORTS REGULATIONS GOVERNING ADMINISTRATIVE FEES
FOR TOLL COLLECTION ON THE DULLES TOLL ROAD
JUNE 2022
PURPOSE
Staff recommends that the Dulles Corridor and Finance Committees (Committees) authorize the
President and Chief Executive Officer to:
(1) publish notice of a proposed amendment to Part 10, Section 10.3 of the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Regulations (Regulations) that authorizes the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority (Airports Authority) to impose administrative fees to
recover the cost of collecting tolls on the Dulles Toll Road (DTR);
(2) conduct public hearings on the proposed amendment; and
(3) provide a no less than 30-day comment period during which members of the public may
present views on the proposed amendment.
BACKGROUND
The Airports Authority has the exclusive right to establish, charge, and collect tolls and other fees
for the use of the DTR, including implementing a different system for toll collection. The Airports
Authority plans to convert toll collection on the DTR to an all electronic system in January 2023.
Upon conversion to all electronic tolling on the DTR, cash payments at the exact change machines
will no longer be accepted. DTR users may pay tolls using E-ZPass, mobile applications, or may
“pay-by-plate.” To process pay-by-plate payments, the Airports Authority will use the existing
automatic vehicle identification system to identify vehicle owners. These individuals will receive
an invoice for the toll amount and have 30 days from the date of the invoice to pay the toll.
The Airports Authority will incur expenses for processing pay-by-plate transactions. Under
Section 46.2-819.3:1 of the Code of Virginia, the Airports Authority may collect an administrative
fee to recover the direct costs associated with pay-by-plate transactions. This fee will not generate
net revenue for the Airports Authority. Under the Code of Virginia, this administrative fee may
not exceed double the amount of the base toll. The Airports Authority also must post signs at entry
points to the DTR to inform drivers of the additional fee for pay-by-plate payments. The signs
must be situated to enable the driver to take an alternative route to avoid the fee.
Pay-by-plate transactions that are not paid within 30 days of the date of the invoice are considered
toll violations. In addition to the proposed pay-by-plate fee, the Airports Authority will continue

to assess an administrative fee of $12.50, currently authorized under the Regulations, on toll
violations to recover the costs of collection.
While the Regulations currently authorize the Airports Authority to impose an administrative fee
to recover the cost of collecting toll violations, the Regulations do not address fees related to payby-plate transactions. Before the Airports Authority may impose an administrative fee for payby-plate payments to recover costs associated with these transactions, the Regulations need to be
amended to authorize this fee.
DISCUSSION
A. Proposed Amendment to the Regulations
The proposed amendment to the Regulations would authorize the Airports Authority to impose the
administrative fee permitted under Va. Code § 46.2-819.3:1 to recover costs associated with payby-plate transactions. This amendment would have no effect on the amount of tolls or the amount
of penalties.
The proposed amendment, included herein as Attachment A, would revise Section 10.3 to include
a new subsection (2) to authorize the Airports Authority impose an administrative fee to recover
expenses associated with pay-by-plate transactions.
B. Next Steps
If authorization is provided by the Committees to begin the regulatory amendment process, the
Airports Authority will conduct the public process prescribed in Article X of the Airports
Authority Bylaws.
This process will include the following components:


Notice will be provided regarding the proposed amendment, the public hearing that will be
conducted on the proposed amendment, and the opportunities that will be available to the
public to present their views. The notice will include publication in a newspaper with
general circulation in the District of Columbia, Montgomery County, Maryland, Prince
George’s County, Maryland, and Northern Virginia at least 10 days prior to the public
hearing and notice will also be posted on the Airports Authority website.



The proposed amendment will be available for public inspection at the Airports Authority’s
offices at 2733 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, 22202.



Two public hearings will be held, one in person and one virtual, along with a no less than
30-day public comment period. A recording of the public hearings will be posted on the
Airports Authority website for any members of the public who are unable to attend. Any
materials presented at the public hearings also will be posted on the Airports Authority
website and the public will be permitted to submit written comments to the Airports
Authority.
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At the conclusion of the public comment period, a report on all comments will be prepared
and presented to the Committees, along with a staff paper that reviews the public hearings
and comment process and proposes to the Committees any recommended actions on the
proposed amendment to the Regulations.



The Committees’ recommendation will then be presented to the Board of Directors for
final action on the proposed amendment to the Regulations.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Committees authorize the President and Chief Executive Officer to:
(1) publish notice of the proposed amendment to Part 10, Section 10.3 of the Regulations;
(2) conduct public hearings on the proposed amendment; and
(3) provide a no less than 30-day comment period during which members of the public may
present views on the proposed amendment.
Prepared by:
Office of General Counsel
June 2022
Attachment
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ATTACHMENT A
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§ 10.3. Unpaid Tolls and Administrative Fees.
(1) In addition to the penalty described in Section 10.2, and subject to the limitation in that Section
pertaining to a person’s first conviction for violating Section 10.1, persons violating Section 10.1
shall be liable, in connection with each violation, for the unpaid toll and an administrative fee
designed to recover the expense of collecting the unpaid toll.
(2) In addition to the toll set forth in Section 10.1, persons using the Dulles Toll Road without an
active, functioning automatic vehicle identification device in use at the time of travel may be
charged a fee to recover the costs for pay-by-plate collection of the toll. This fee may not exceed
double the amount of the base toll, unless otherwise permitted by Section 32.1-819.3:1 of the
Code of Virginia. The Authority will post signs informing drivers of this fee at locations where
the driver may choose to not pay the fee by avoiding use of the Dulles Toll Road.
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